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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research has 2 objectives. 1) To study experiences and processes of transformation
in Bann Kanchanapisek’s youth 2) To study factors of the youth’s transformation. Its methodology includes in-
depth interviews and journals of 10 youth, in-depth interviews of officers and the director of Bann Kanchanapisek,
non participatory observation. Then data is analyzed to answer the research questions.

The findings show that youth committed crime because of many reasons, such as lack of life capital
(problems in families or lack of good enough education), their own immaturity and living in risky social conditions.
All led to their crime and when youth came to live in Juvenile Center before Bann Kanchanapisek, they absorbed
all kinds of violence until they cultivated violence in themselves.

Then youth’s experiences during staying in Bann Kanchanapisek have gradually transformed them.
Since the first day, they felt welcomed, safe, significant and accepted. When they could go back home for the first
time, they have commitment to improve themselves. After one year, they could think with more discretion and
respected themselves and others. Most youth were not aware of their transformation until they faced real
challenging situations and had alternative ways of reacting. The experiences and processes of transformation in
Bann Kanchanapisek’youth also have developed the inner quality of officers and gives benefit back to youth again.

The factors of the youth’s transformation are 1) the director and officers, 2) friends, 3) living
conditions in daily life, 4) life skills learning process, 5) rewards to have direct experiences of freedom, and 6)
group activities with families. The transformation does not happen because of any single event, activity or teacher.
All processes were results of experiences that have gradually happened and accumulated, which accords with the
transformative learning principles of Mezirow. Besides, the experiences and processes of transformation in Bann
Kanchanapisek’s youth accord with the principles of contemplative learning facilitation (7 C’s), concept of
education of Krishnamurti, Summer Hill, Humanism and Buddhist methods in teaching.

The discussion is that experiences and processes of transformation in Bann Kanchanapisek’s youth
have three main characteristics. 1) The creation of safety zone The center gives the environment for youth to learn
without fear and violence. In the same time, they give love, acceptance and freedom, 2) The creation of new ways
of thinking New experiences challenges youth’s previous worldview, making them feel regret and contemplate for
new ways. 3) The creation of youth’s new value from power within. It is the courage to give youth freedom to learn

to master themselves. By this way, youth will learn that self mastery is the real freedom.

KEY WORDS: TRANSFORMATION / EXPERIENCES / FACTOR / BANN KANCHANAPISEK / YOUTH /
JUVENILE CENTER
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