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ABSTRACT

The research “Social Capital in Baan Airko — Sankumlur Pangmapha
district, Maehongson Province” aimed to study the village’s social capitals as referred
to the concept initiated by The Office of the National Economic and Social
Development Board , where 3 dimensions are used in the study, i.e. Human Capital,
Institutional Capital, and Cultural Capital. The research was a Qualitative one, using
descriptive ethnographic method and in the natural setting. The researcher lived
temporarily in the location to gather information with direct experience through the
community’s daily life.

The research, Social Capital in Baan Airko — Sankumlur was divided into 3
aspects, following the concepts mentioned earlier, as Human, Family, and Rice. For
Human Capital or “People”, there’s difference among generations. The young people
tended to desire freedom, self-dependency, and were able to support the family. The
mature people were also self-dependent, in the way of doing the rice planting for food.
Meanwhile the elderly people, primarily for their own family and community,
remained as a role model of a simple lifestyle. Institutional capital or "Family" were
found in the village’s various institutional components. From small units of the family
to extended ones with many relatives. The community and the village system had
influence over the people’s lifestyle, relating to how they dealt with agriculture, trade,
infrastructure, as well as healthcare and education, which reflected the strength of
community and the changes that gradually occurred. Cultural capital or “Rice”, is
important for the self-dependent lifestyle of Lahu, in Baan Airko — Sankumlur . The
traditional and important rituals were still regularly held in the village, many festival
were related to rice importantly as well as to other rituals such as exorcism, funeral
rites, indicating that indigenous wisdom and traditions still existed.
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